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Good hope through Grace. 


THERE are but few, under the 
light of the gospel, who do not 
entertain a hope, of some kind, 
that they shall escape the wrath to 
come, and obtain eternal life. 
Many profess that they have such 
a hope. Such is the profession of all 
those, who have publickly named 
the name of Christ and united with 
his visible church. Such is the 
profession of numbers, who have 
not owned Christ before men and 
come to his ordinances; who yet 
do not hesitate to that they 
consider themselves as saints, and 
expect to obtain forgiveness of 
sins, and an inheritance among | 
them that are sanctiiied. 

But, many, who do not openly 
profess to have a hope of salvation, 
make it evident, that they secret- 
ly entertain such a hope. They 
dwell at ease in Zion; they 
without manifesting any concern | 
for their souls, or the least fear of 
death and judgment to come. But 
how could they live thus, if they 
had not some kind of hope, that 
they shall escape the perdition of 
ungodly men, and obtain salvation 
through our Lord Jesus Christ? 
Most of those, who dwell in a 
Christian land, when latd upon the 
bed of death, speak a language 
which implies, that if have 


SAY, 


they 


live | 


lived without God, they have no! 
lived without a hope in the 
world. 

Now, it is very important, that 
all should know, whether their 
hope of eternal life is well found- 
ed. For while a good “ hope 
ae not ashamed; what is the 
hope of the hy pocrite—when God 
taketh away his seul?’ 

Though there are various pro- 
perties of a good hope, by which it 
may known and distinguished 


from al! counterfeits; yet, there is 


one property of such a hope. which 
is worthy of special notice, and 
which serves, more than any oth- 
er, to distinguish it from every 
groundless expectation of futare 
happiness. ‘This is the property 
of a good hope, mentioned by the 
apostle in our text: Ji is of * Grace. 
oe Ge 0d hope through Grace.” 

[ shall endeavour, in the ensu- 
ing discourse, to show in what re 
specis a good hope of salvation, is 
through Grace. 

First. ‘The only foundation, up- 
on which mankind can build a good 
hope of eternal salvation, was laid 
by Divine Sovereign Grace. “Oth 

rv foundation can no man lay, than 
that i is laid, which is Jesus Christ.’ 
It is only through Christ that any 
of mankind be saved 1 


can from 
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wrath. ‘There is 


under heaven, given among 
by which any can be saved. The 
wages of sin is eternal death. This 
death all mankind deserve; since 
all have. sinned and come short of 
the glory of God. ‘This death is 
the penalty or curse of the Divine 
Law, which God was bound, in 
justice to himself and his moral 
kingdom, to inflict upon all man- 
kind, had not something been 
done, as fully to manifest his ha- 
tred of sin and wrath against sin- 
ners, as their condign punishment. 
This was done, by the sufferings 
and death of Christ, in our nature. 
By the vicarious sufferings of such 
a Personage, who was no less than 
*6God manifest in the flesh,” 
God’s love of righteousness and 
hatred of iniquity were as clearly 
and fully displayed, as they could 
have been by the endless punish- 
ment of all mankind. In this 
sense,Christ condemned sin in the 
flesh, and bare our sins in his own 
ody “on the tree. In this sense, 
Christ tasted death for every man, 
and is the propitiation for the sins 
of the whole world. Agreeably 
to which, the apostle says, th: it 
“God hath set forth (C hrist) to be 
a propitiation through faith in his 
blood, to declare his righteousness 
for the remission of sins—that ile, 
God) might be just, and the jus- 
tifier of him that be ‘lieveth in Je- 
sus.”’ 

Thus the only foundation of 
hope for guilty men, was laid by 
the gift of Christ, to make atone- 

ment for sin. But this unspeak- 
able gift was altogether of free, 
sovereign grace. It was of free 
God was under no obliga- 
tion to lost men, to make the most 
costly sacrifice in his power for 
their redemption. As they were 
without claim: it would have been 
perfectly just, if He had left them 
without remedy. The gift of Christ 
43 the ground of hope to lost men, 


no other name 


erace 
grace. 


st men, 


was of sovereign grace. ‘* Verily 
Christ took not on him the nature 
of angels, but the seed of Abra 
ham.” But, why rebels equally 
guilty, should be thus distinguish 
ed; why atonement should be made 
for fallen men, while fallen angels 
were passed by, we must resolve 
into the soverergenty of Divine 
Grace. ‘* Even so, Father, fo 
so it seemed-rood in thy sight.’ 
We see Jesus, who was made a 
little lower than the angels, 
suffering of death, crowned with 
glory and honour; that he py 
GRACE oF Gop, should taste death 
for every man.” 
It is through Divine, 
sovereign Grace, that some of man- 
kind are ‘appointed, not to wrath, 
but to obtain salvation through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.’ As the atone- 
ment of Christ only exhibited, but 
did not remove or ae the 
ouilt of mankind: s . did not 
oblize God, in point of tice, to 
save any of them. Though the 
atonement of Christ could not be 
sufficient for one, without being 
sufficient for all men; yet God 
was at perfect liberty tu 
such individuals to be heirs of sa 
vation, as it would be most for his 
own glory and the good of the uni 
save. le had a right to 
will, ac- 
cording to the dictates of his own 
infinite wisdom and 
choosing some to salvation, through 
sanctification of the Spirit and be- 
lief of the truth. Election, which 
is the source of all good hope of 
eternal life, is through the sover 
eign grace of God. “ Who hath 
saved us, and called us 
holy calling, not according to our 
but according to nIs own 
PURPOSE AND GRACE, which 
given us in Christ Jesus before the 
world began.” ** Blessed be the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who hath blessed us with 


for the 


rHe 


NS ondly, 


? 
select 


verse to 


exercise his sovereign 


goodness, in 


with an 


“) 
Works, 
was 


all spiritual blessings in heaven! 
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places in Christ: according as he 
bath cl#sen us in him before the 
foundation of the world, that we 
should be holy and without blame 
before him in love: having predes 
tinated us unto the adoption of 
children by him- 
self, according to the good pleas 
‘e of his will, ro 
rHE GLORY OF HIS GRACI 

Thirdly. It is through the Grace 
of God, that any of mankind com- 
ply with the terms, upon which 
salvation is offered in the gospel. 
The terms are, repentance toward 
God, and faith toward our Lord 
Jesus Christ. No one can have a 


Jesus Christ to 


tHE PRAISE 


good hope of and eternal 
life, who 
the se 


ve shatl all 


p irdon 


has not complied wit 
a Except ye repent, 
perish. He that be 
reveth not, shall be damned 


But, low and 


terms. 


reasonable as the 


ation 


condition is, upon which salv 


is offered in the gospel, none of 


mankind are naturally 
perform it. They wi 
and 
may be 
unto Christ, 
None re pent, 
enewed the temper of 
Ininds, by the Holy Spirit. 
come to Christ and believe in him 
until drawn of the Father, 
** born, not of blood, nor of th: 
will of the flesh, nor of the will of 
yuan, but of God.” ‘+ Faith is the 
gift of God.” But, God is under 
no obligation, in point of justice, 
to give faith even to the elect. It 
is true, He will effectually call as 
many as He did predestinate. 
But, this calling is as much of sov- 
ereien grace, as that “eee 
which was the ground of it. Hence 
Paul writes, ** God, a is rich in 
mercy, for his great love where- 
with he loved us, even when we 
were dead in sins, hath quickened 
us together with Christ by grace 
And azvain, ** Not 
righteousness which 


be converted, 


blotted out: not 


come that they may 


have until 
their 


yone 


are ye saved.’ 
vy works of 


i of eterna! life 


yoice in 


justified be 


according to 
the 


we have done, but 
mercy he saved us, by 
ing of regeneration and 
newing of the Holy Ghost.” 
Fourthly. \t is through grace, 
that those are pardoned, who have 
complied with the terms of the 
God has, indeed, promis- 
ed pardon and eternal life, to all 
who repent and believe the gos- 
pel. But this is altogether agra- 
cious promise; and the fulfilment 
of it is act. Repent- 
ince and faith are the indispensi- 
ble duty and reasonable service of 
all, who hear the 
who have 


gospel. 
’ 


a gracious 


gospel. ‘Those, 
this duty are 
because they 
do it. Surely, 
have done it, 
by their 


not done 
condemned already, 
refused to 

who 
have merited nothin 
pengance and faith, 
lievers are 
ae 


have 
then, those 
re- 
Penitent be- 
as undeserving, as im- 
sinners. ‘They are “jus- 
tified freely by God’s 
eh the redemption that is in 
And being 5 isti- 
t! i@y are 


races 


is vy h Ss grace, 


i made heirs, acc sording to the hee ope 


Justification is of 
s0 is that good hope 
which results from it. ** There- 
fore, being justified by faith, we 

ave peace with God, through our 
: rd Jesus Christ; by 
we have access by 
rein we 
hope of 
God.” Lonly add, 

Fifthly. 1t 1s through grace that 
have any good 
hope,that they shall be kept from fi- 
nal apostac y,and be preserved unte 
the coming and kingdom of their 
Lord. He only, who endureth to 
the end, saved, ‘They 
that draw back, draw back unto 
perdition. But those, who have 
been bora of the spirit, and united 
to Christ by faith, will not per- 
holiness, unless kept by 
the power of-God. But, God is 
not bound in justice, to keep them. 


rrace, and 


whom also 
faith into this 
stand, and re- 
the glory of 


crace wi 


! 
levers 


shall be 


severe in 
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The promise, that he will keep 
them, is a gracious promise. lt 
is altogether a al of grace, 
which G xd hath begun, and will 
carry on in true believers, uatil 
the day of Jesus Christ, 

Thus the good hope of eternal 
life, which all penitent believers 
have, is wholly through divine, 
free, sovereign Grace. 
feundation of it was laid by grace 
on Christ the precious corner 
stone ; grace carries up the build- 
ing ‘a the operation of the Holy 
and Divine Spirit; and when the 
top stone shall be laid, all the 
redeemed of the Lord will cry, 
** Grace, grace, unto it.” 

The discourse will now be 
closed with two or three Reflec 
tions, and a word of Evhortation. 

There is reason to fear, that 
very many cherish a false “ind 
groundless hope of eternal life. 
Every good hope of salvation is 
throuch grace. All those hopes 


of futare happiness, therefore, 


which men derive through any 
other medium, must be delusive. 

If there are any, who hope they 
suall be seved, because, in their 
view, sin does not deserve endless 
punishment, their hope must be 
false ; for it is not through grace. 
If sin does not deserve endless 
punishment; then there can be 
no grace in exempting mankind 
from such a punishment. After 
they shall have been punished as 
Jong as they deserve, they may 


eves and deliverance, as matter of | 


jastice. The hope of those, who 
de not believe that men deserve 
an endless punishment for their 


sins, is through justice; and es- 


sentially different from that good 
hope, which is through grace. 

If there be any, who hope they 
shall be saved, because they think 
(sod is so good, that he will not 
punish any of mankind forever ; 
their hope is groundless. If the 
goodness of God is of such a na- 
tore, that it will not allow him to 


The 


| alone, 
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execeule justice ; then it must be 
of such a nature, as to preclade 
showing mercy. For mercy 
cannot pardon those, whom justice 
might putris sh. The hope, 
therefore, of those, think 
God is too good to inflict upon 
men the peaalty of his Law, is 
not through grace ; and is, conse- 
quently, a eroqndle: s hope. 

If there be any, who hope they 
shall be saved because Christ 
hath made an atonement for the 
sins of all men; their hope is 
groundless. If the atonement, 
gave any one good ground 
to hope. it must be, because it took 
away guilt, or desert of punish- 
ment, from all: for whom it was 
made. But, if the atonement has 
taken away the guilt of men, then 
there can be no grace in their 
salvation. Those who build their 
hope upon the atonement simply, 
have not the good hope, which is 
through grace; but a delusive 
hope, derived from an imaginary 
transfer of the sins of men to 
Christ. 

If there be any, who hope they 
shall be saved, because they have 
not been so great sinners as some 
others; they have a false hopé 
Suppose it be so, that they have 
not had ability and opportunity 
to commit so many and so great 
sins as some others; will this ren- 
der them undeserving of punish- 
ment for the sins they have com- 
mitted ? If it will; then they 
have no need of grace, but may 
be saved on the ground of justice, 
But, all good hope is through 
grace, 

If there be any, who hope they 
shall be. saved because they have 
done so many good deeds ; their 
hope i is a false one. If they have 
done any good deeds ; those deeds 
either inake satisfaction for their 
sins, or they do not. If their 
good deeds do not make satisfac- 
tion for their sins ; then they af- 


ford no ground of hope; but, i! 


his 


not 


' 
who 





eo a‘ 


o-4 © 


Sernion. 485 


they do make satisfaction for their 
sins, then their hope is not 
through grace, but through works 

Finally, if there be any, who 
hope they shall be saved. while 
they feel unreconciled to Divine 
Justice ; their hope is manifestly 
groundless. So long as men feel 
as if they could not love God, 
should he do them justice ; they 
never can sincerely ask for mer- 
cy ; and of course, remain stran- 
gers to that good hope, which is 
entirely through Grace. 

2. It is easy to see, why those, 
who have a good hope of salva 
tion, should be pleased with the 
Doctrines of Grace. The Gospel 
is a scheme of Divine Grace ; and 
hence, the leading and peculiar 
doctrines of the Gospel, are, with 
propriety, called DOCTRINES OF 
GRACE, 
the total depravity or sinfulness 
of mankind by nature, which 


places them in perishing need of 
the doctrine of 


Divine Grace ; 
the atonement of Christ, which 
opened the way for God consis- 
tently and honourably to display 
his Grace upon men; the doc- 
trine of election, which is God’s 
eterval purpose to make as many 
ef mankind, and such individuals, 
vessels of mercy, as will be con- 
sistent with the greatest good ; 
the doctrine of regeneration, which 
begins the 
God’s gracious purpose of salva- 
tion ; the doctrine of justification, 


by faith, through the Grace of 


God in Christ ; and the doctrine 
of the saint’s perseverance, which 
is owing to a continued work of 
Divine Grace in the heart. 

Now, as all good hope is 
through grace, those, who enter- 
tain such a hope, rely wholly upon 
the Grace of God for pardon and 
eternal life. Hence they are 
pleased with all those doctrines, 
which represent salvation to be 
entirely of Grace. ‘These doc- 


Such is the doctrine of 


accomplishment of 


trines exactly meet the views of 
| their minds, and the feelings of 
their hearis. These doctrines 
appear to them most worthy of 
God, and the only ground of 
hope for guilty erishing men, 
Set these precious doctrines 
aside, and, in their view, the 
beauty of the Gospel would be 
marred, and its glory extinguish- 
ed. 
5. To those, whose hope of 
eternal life is through grace, 
death is on the whole, a desira- 
ble and happy event. In itself, 
death is ever terrible to nature; 
but, in its consequences, it is 
great gain to all those. who have 
that hope, which is through di- 
vine grace. Itis a hope, “which 
death cannot destroy. It is a hope 
which will never fail, or disap- 
point these who entertain it. Such 
a hope illuminates the dark valley 
of the shadow of death, Itis an 
anchor to the soul both sure and 
steadfast, when launching into the 
ocean of eternity. Those, who 


have this blessed hope, as soon as 
absent from the body, are present 
wath the Lord. They pass into 


They exchange a world of 
sin and sorrow, for a world of 
holiness and joy. 

Let all here present, duly ap- 
preciate the inestimable value of 
a good hope through grace. It is 
a pearl of great price. Compared 
with this, worlds will appear like 
the small dust of the ballance, in 
adyinghour. ‘This glorious hope 
is set before you all, in the Gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ. May you all 
experience that strong consola- 
tion,’ which those have, who * have 
fled for refuge, to lay hold upon 
this hope.’ Let none rést secure 
a moment, till * Christ is in them, 
the hope of glory.’ * Fear lest a 
promise being left you, of enter- 
ing into rest, any of you should 
seem to come short of it.” Instead 


of going about te establish your 


} 
gory. 





486 Sinners without Excuse f. 
own righteousness, submit to the 
righteousness of God, which is by 
faith in Jesus Christ. If like the 
Publican. you plead for mercy;— 
like him you will be justified. » It 
is a faithful saving, Sad worthy of 
all acceptation, that ¢ 


FOR THE HOPKINSIAN MAGAZINI 


SINNERS WITHOUT EXCUSE FOR NO1 
EMBBACING THE GOSPEL. 
After Paul was brought a | 

soner to Rome, on acco unt of 
appeal unto Cesar, he calle 
gether the chief of the Jews in that 
city, and told them the reason 
why he had been persecuted by his 
countrymen; and alledged, that 
for the hope of Israel, he was 
bound with that. chain. ** And 
they said unto him, We neither 
received letters out of Judea con- 
cerning thee, neither any of the 
brethren that came shewed or 
spake any harm of thee. But we 
desire to hear of thee, what thou 
thinkest: for as concerning this 
sect, we know that every where 
it is spoken against. And when 
they had appointed him a day, 
there came many to him into his 
lodging ; to whom he expounded 
and testified the kingdom of God, 
persuading them concerning Jesus, 
both out of the Law of Moses, and 
out of the prophets from morning 
till evening.*? So laborious was 
this faithful servant of God, to 
convince his brethren that Jesus 
was the Christ, the Saviour of 
sinners. He spent the of 
this appointed day, in reasoning 
with them out of the law and the 
prophets concerning the Messiah. 
But though his faithful labours 
were blessed to the conviction 
and hopeful conversion of some ; 
they did not have this desirable 
effect upon all. For, it is written 
in the following verse. ‘* Some / 


w! ole 


gs 
nrist Jesus | 


r nol embracing the Gospel. 


came into the world to sin 
ners.”’ Receive not the of 


| save 

|} God in vain. Behold, now is the 
! 

: 


grace 


accepted time: behold, now is the 
day of salvation. 


AMEN. 


ea 


lieved the things 
n, and some believed not.’ 

persuaded to embrace 
to the saving of 


which were spo- 
Some 

the 
eet 


were 
rospel, 
souls ; but others rejected it, 

their own destruction. But what 
good reason had those, who did 


more than others, who em 
it? These Jews all had 
rzntages of the law and the 
writings concerning 
They were all c;: apable 
of understanding the prophecies 
ase hone xd by theapostle. What 
reason, then, had one, for reject- 
ing the gospel, more than another 
No good reason can be offered. 
So of sinners at the present day. 
If those Jews, who rejected C hrist 
had no more reason for rejecting 


afk. 
braced 
the adva 
prophetic 
Christ. 


| / 
' 
_ it believe, for rejecting the gos 
| 
} 
} 


him, than those who embraced 
the gospel; those sinners, who 
now turn away their ears from 
the truth, and despise the offers 
of mercy, have no more reason for 
conducting in this manner, than 
those who secure the salvation of 
their souls by faith in the divine 
Redeemer. Hence, we are 
to consider the following senti- 
ment:—That sinner has no 
more reason for reje cling the gos- 
pel, than To 
this sentiment is the object of the 
following essay. And, 

|. The gospel as deeply and 
equally concerns one sinner as 
Sinners all deserve ete: 
nal death. ‘They have all trans 
gressed the Law of God, and 
curred his just displeasure. So 
that not a soul can be saved, but 


: 
led 
one 


another. establish 


anot he is 
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by the cospel of Christ. 
One sinner can no more be saved 
but by the gospel, than another 
No one has any claim to the favour 
of God. No one can plead any 
excuse for sinning against him. 
Hence. if it were not for the gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ, every sinner 
inust go down to eternal pe rdition. 
Since, then, all have incurred 
just displeasure of God, and 

no one has any claim to his f 
but God has been pleased 
vide a ransom for 
of sins ; the gospel of Jesus Christ 
must deeply, and equally 
every sinner of the human rac 
For the Lord Jesus C! 
propitiat ion for our sins, and 1 
for ours only, but for 
sins of the whole world.” “ And 
there is none other name under 
heaven given among men, where 
by we must be saved.”’ 

"2. The gospel offers salvation 
to one sinner, as well as to anoth- 
er. The grand commission of our 
Saviour to his ministers is, **Go 
ye into all the world, and preach 
the gospel to every creature.” 
And he says, ** # hoever w t/l, let 
him take of the water of life free- 
ly.—Him that cometh to me, I 
will in no wise cast out.—Look 
unto me, and be ye saved all the 
ends of the earth.” invi- 
tations are indiscriminate and un- 
conditional. They extend to any 
sinner in a state of probatien 
Hence, the invitation of 
pel must be 
ner, as well as another. 
can say, 


J esus 


ivours 
to pro 


the remission 


irist " 18 t] ce 


the 


also 


These 


the ros 
one sin 


No one 


made to 


thirst 
» waters, and 


** Ho, every one that 
ye to the 
he that hath no money ; 
buy and eat; yea, bay 
wine and milk without money and 
without price Wherefore do ye 
spend money for that which is not 
bread ? and your labour for that 
which satisfieth not? hearken 
me, and eat ve 


wie. 
eth, come 
1 

come ve 


come, 


unto 


pene 
atliicently 
g nt 


- not embracing the Gospel. 


| that 


The invitation ts not to 
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which is good, and let your 
delight itself i in fatness. —In- 
cline your ear, and come unto me: 
hear, and your soul shall live ; 
and | will make an everlasting 
covenant with you, even the sure 
David.’? The invita- 
tion is made to the aged and the 
high and the low; 
the richand the poor ; the learned 
and the the popular 
1 the despised; the prince and 
og How then can one 
think himself excluded, 
than another ? * Have they 
not heard ? have they not seen P 
rily, their line is gone out 
rh all the earth. and their 
ds unto the end of the wor|d.” 
Provision is made in the ges- 
sinner as wel! as 
not, the indiscrimi- 
the gospel must 
inconsistent. But Christ » 
not be so inconsistent as to of 
salvation to those, for whom 
provision is made. Hi ; 
declares, that 


| 
soul 


wercies of 


nes: t! > 
young 5 ae 
ignorant 5 
s 

an 
41 1 ‘ + r 
t UD ir. 
sinner 


more 


pel for 
another. if 
nate offers of 


one 


ad his 
fatlines are killed, and that ail 
things are now ready. The most 
ample provision is made for ev evry 
will accept the invi- 
When the servant 
was sent into the streets and | 
city, to invite 
» marriage-feast, returned, he 
said, ** Lord, is done as thou 
hast commanded ; and yet there 
isroom.” Christ spoke this para- 
ble, to represent the ample pro- 
vision of the gospel-feast. The 
provision of the gospel, then, is 
sinner as well as 
and no one has any 
» There is no room for 
per! aed some one may 
, [know the provisions of the 
are vastly extensive, and 
t! hat yet room ; but as 
for me, the greatness and multi- 
tude of my sins must forever pre- 
vent my tasting the marriage- sup- 
per. But the greatness and mul- 


his oxen 


sinne r, who 
' 
who 
anes 
guests to 


tation, 


of the 


4} 


made for one 
another ; 
right to say 


— it 


aimed 
there is 
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titude of your transgressions af- 
ford not the least excuse, but a 
owerful reason why you should 
mmediately embrace the gospel. 
Did you ever know or hear of an 
individual’s being rejected on ac- 
count of the greatness or namber 
of his transgressions; did not God 
pardon Manasseh, who filled Je- 
rusalem with innocent blood? 
Saul of Tarsus, who persecuted 
the church of Christ; and who 
declared himself to be the very 
chief of sianers? and did not 
Christ say to the penitent thief, 
This day shalt thou be with me 
in paradise? Why, then, shall 
any sinner say, There is no pro- 
vision for me; because my sins 
are exceedingly great and numer- 
ous? Such pleas and excuses 
mock the atonement of Christ, 
and the provision of the gospel 
which he has spread, Provision 
is made in the gospel, then, for 
one sinner, as well as another. 
For ** yet there is room.” 

4. The consequence of embra- 
cing the gospel is the same to one 
sinner as to another. ‘The conse- 
quence of embracing the gospel 
is, freedom from eternal panish- 
ment, and the inheritance of ever- 
lasting life. “ He that believeth 
shall be saved.” In the last day 
of decision, the Lord Jesus Christ 
will say unto all those who have 
embraced the gospel, ** Come, ye 
blessed of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the world.” 
Whoever embraces the gospel, 
shalfsurely escape death, and se- 
ture eternal felic ity. ‘These con- 
sequences are the same to every 
individual. No one may say, I 
shall not escape death, or be re- 
ceived into the mansions of b! ot 
edness, if I embrace the gospel. 
For God, who cannot lie. says to 
every sinner a the light of the 
gospel, ** Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, ont thou shalt be 


Sinners without Excuse fur 


| 


* } ¥ 
nol emvbracine 


the Gospel 
saved.” It is just as certain, that 
every sinner, who embraces the 
gospel will escape hell, and be re- 
ceived to heaven, as that Christ 
has made an atonement for sin. 
or that God will remain true and 
faithful. The consequence of 
embracing the gospel, then, is the 
same to one sinner as to another. 
5. The consequence of reject- 
ing the gospel is the same to one 
sinner as to another. The conse- 
quence of rejecting the gospel is, 
eternal death. This is the conse- 
quence to every individual, with- 
out discrimination. No sinner, 
who rejects the gospel, can escape 
the wrath of Almighty God. Sin- 
ners may flatter themselves with 
the hope of safety; they may make 
a covenant with death, and an 
agreement with hell: but, thus 
saith the Lord, “ Your covenant 
with death shall be disannulled, 
and your agreement with hell shall 
not stand.” The Lord Jesus 
Christ has declared, ** He that be- 
lieveth not, shall be damned.” In 
the day of judgment, that awful 
day of final decision, the Son of 
Man will say unto all those who 
have rejected the gospel, ** De- 
part from me, ye cursed, into 
everlasting fire, prepared for the 
devil and his angels.”’—** And 
these shall go away into everlast- 
ing punishme nt.”? How, then, can 
any sinner, who rejects the gos- 
pe ot, expect to escape the dreadful 
consequences P Can any one sup- 
pose that the Lord Jesus Christ 
will be found a Har at the last 
great day ? Can any one suppose 
that God will not execute the sen- 
tence of his violated law? Be not 
deceived. God will surely pour 
out the vials of his wrath, for- 
ever, upon all those who reject 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. The 
consequence of rejecting the gos- 
pel, then, must be the same to 

one sinner as to another. 
It is the immediate duty of 
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one sinner. as well as of another, | 


to embrace the gospel.—God com- 
mands every individeal to turn 
and live. He says, Turn ye, turn 
ye for why will ye die. Every 
sinner oug ht immed lialely to obe 
this command. God never trifles 
with his creatures. He is in 
earnest, and sincere, 
commands, entreaties and expos 
tulations. And sinners incur his 
anger, and his displeasure, 
they treat them with neg 
Those, who reject the invitati 
of the 


! 
wnen 


gospel, destroy their own 
nee oe 

souls. They 
depths of hell. 
aggravating breach of mor 
gation. No ene has 
neglect the salvation of the soul. 
No one has a right to a Die 
crown, w! 


or lown { the 


il obli- 


» that 


| 


in all his 


this is an 


a right to | 


iich is of infinite value ; | 


or to neglect securing that pearl, | 


which is of great price. It 
be the immediate duty of 
sinner, as well as of 
embrace the gospel. 


ovserve, 


must 


another, to 


For, we may 


7. That one sinner is as 
mbrace the gospel as another. 
Those, who embrace the gospel, 
must exercise 
God, rep f thet and be- 
lieve in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
‘These exercises God requires of 
every the light of 


the goepe l. This is what he 


SINS, 


sinner under 
de- 
what we 
must believe is perfectly reasona- 
ble. For God has never given 
a command to sinners which they 
ire unable to obey. And the af- 
fections of heart, which are nec 
essary in order to embrace the 
gospel, are just as easy for sim 
ners to exercise, as those 
affections, 


-_- y . | 
clares in his word. and 


sinful 
of which they are con 
stantly the sxbjects, No reason 
can be given, then, why one sin 
ner should be any more able to 
exercise holy affections of heart, 
and embrace the gospel, than 
another. But we know that some 
sinners are able to 

affections. Itis a i 

63 


ercise holy 
monstrable 


' | 
supreme ilove to 


one | 


able to 
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fact, that thousands and millions 
have turned from their transgres- 
sious and embraced the gospel. 
Sinners have turned, and exer- 
cised repentance and faith, and 
all the other Christian graces, in 
age since God has had a 
church. Now if some sinners, in 
y age since God has had a 
church, have exercised holy affec- 
tions of heart and embraced the 
why may not every sin- 
ner exercise holy affections of 
heart and embrace the gospel ? If 
sinners are unable to obey the 
commands of Ged, and embrace 
the gospel; God is unjust, and 
his commands arearbitrary. But 
who will charge the infinite and 
eternal Jehovah with injustice ? 
God is just, and his commands 
are reasonable; and it is true to 
a demonstration, that sinners are 
able to turn, and embrace the 
gospel. And, since this is the 
case, it is no less evident, that 
one sinner is as able to embrace 
as another. 

[t appears abundantly evident, 
then, from the truths to which we 
have attended, that one. sinner 
has no more reason for rejecting 
the gospel than another. For, 
we have seen, that the gospel as 
deeply and equally concerns one 
another; that it of- 
fers salvation to one sinner as 
well as another ; that. provision 
is made in the gospel for one sin- 
ner as well as another; that the 
consequence of embracing the 
gospel is the same to one sinner 
as to another; that the ®onse- 
quence of rejecting the gospel is 
the same to one sinner as to 
another ; that itis the immediate 
duty of one sinner to embrace the 

ospel as well as of another ; and 
that one sinner is as able to em- 
brace the gospel as another. 
Hence, it must appear evident, 
to a demonstration, that one sin- 
ner has no more reason for reject 
ing the gospel than another. 

[To be concluded.) MaTHeETES. 


every 
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every 


gospel : 


we gospel 
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From the Utica Christian Repository. 
PRIMARY TRUTHS OF THE GOSPEL, 
EVIDENT FROM HEASON AND 

FACTS 

It is worthy of observation, 
that under different circumstances 
the apostle Paul sometimes reas- 
oned from the book of nature, and 
at others, from the book of reve- 
lation. When his hearers ack- 
nowledged the divine authority of 
the scriptures, he generally ap- 
pealed to the ** law and to the tes- 
timony,” and confounded and 
convinced gainsayers, by refer- 
ring to express declarations of 
scripture. But to the heathen 
nations, and those who did not 
acknowledge the inspiration of 
the Bible, he cosine reasoned 
from the works of God. To the 
learned Greeks and Romans, he 
commonly reasoned from the plain 
and obvious principles of natural 
theology, or appealed to their po- 
ets and philosophers, who taught 
many important truths. To the 
Romans he said, “ For the invisi- 
ble things of him from the creation 
of the world are clearly seen, be- 
ing understood by the things that 
are made, even his eternal power 
and Godhead, so that they are 
without excuse.”” But why did 
the apostle Paul so often make his 
appeals to the works of God, and 
convince and confound the subtle 
opposers of the gospel, by argu- 
ments drawn from this source ? 
The plain and obvious reason is, 
because the primary and funda- 
mental truths of the gospel are 
demoristrable and apparent from 
reason and facts. It is proposed 
in this essay to mention some # 

the primary truths of the gospel, 
that are apparent from reason, 
and show why the apostle Paul, 
under certain circumstances, gen- 
erally appealed to the things that 
mare made. The apostle asserted 
that the eternal power and God- 
head of the Deity, which compre- 


and moral 
un fections, was clearly to be seen 
rom his works. But to be parti 
cular, it may be observed, 

That the divine omnipotence is 
one of the first perfections which 
appears from the works of God. 
The mutability of the things that 
are made, shows that they must 
have had a first cause, which pro- 
duced them out of nothing. And 
it is a plain dictate of reason, 
that nothing short of almighty 
power could have created every 
thing, or any thing, out of noth- 


hends all his natural 


ing, ‘and c onstantly upholds every 
mutable substance and being in 
existence. 
The omniscience of Deity is 
another divine .perfection which 
appears from his works. Every 
part of creation indicates some 
wise design. The beauty, har- 
mony, and variety of nature’ 
works, the changing seasons, and 
what are called the laws of na- 
ture, all bear incontestible evi- 
dence to the divine omniscience. 
The omnipresence of God is 
also apparent from reason. Every 
object and being that begins to 
exist, must be constantly “upheld 
in existence. But no being can 
operate where he is not present. 
The goodness of God is another 
divine perfection which is equally 
apparent from his works. He has 
made an innumerable multitude 
of beings, both rational and irra- 
tional, and given them the means 
of being happy. To bis rational 
creatures he has given the means 
of intellectual and social happi- 
ness. He sends rain on the just 
and on the unjust, and his tender 
mercies are over all the work of 


his hands. Another evidence of 


L 


his goodness consists in his having 
made his rational creatures with a 


conscience, which enables them 
to see the difference between ma- 
levolence and goodness. It is un- 
reasonable to suppose that God 
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would have given his creatures the 
faculty, and the means of know- 
ing him, if he is not good. It is 
painful to any being to have oth- 
ers justly despise and abhor him. 
It is no objection against the good- 
ness of God, that he cases many 
and sore evils to visit mankind in 
this life, and that he will punish 
some forever, according to their 
works. Pure goodness is in its 
own nature impartial, and will 
lead any being to sacrifice a less 
wood, if it is neeessary, to secure 
a greater 

reason, that the existence of both 
natural and moral evil is neces- 
sary to promote the general good, 
Creatures can enjoy God no far- 
ther than they have a knowledge 
of his perfections. It is a dictate 
of both reason and experience, 
that the more saints know of the 
divine character, the greater will 
be their felicity in heaven. But 
the existence of both natural and 


moral evil is necessary, to furnish | 


an occasion for the full and com- 


plete display of the divine perfec- 


tions. The greatest good of the 
universe therefore absolutely re- 
quires, and will forever require, 
the existence of both natural and 
moral evil, to be the constant oc- 
casion of the perfect and increas- 
ing display of the divine glory. 
The universal decrees and agen- 
cy of God, are also apparent “and 
demonstrable from reason. The 
omniscience and perfect goodness 
of God must necessarily have in- 
duced him from eternity to form 
the best possible plan to promote 
the greatest possible good in the 
universe. And a perfe sctly wise 
plan must necessarily include 
every object, every creature, and 
every event which was necessary 
to the greatest perfection of the 
universe, and which was possible 
for God to foresee and determine. 
Every wise man forms a plan be 
fore he proceeds to the accom- 


But it is a dictate of 


plishment of any impor tant un- 
de rtaking; and it is owing to some 
natural imperfection that wise 
men do not form a perfect plan 
But God was capable of forming 
a perfect plan, and his goodness 
would necessarily bind him to 
form the best possible plan. The 
same goodness would also lead 
him to execute it in the best’ pos- 
sible manner. 

The absolute and universal sov- 
ereignty of God is no less appa- 
rent from reason. Before the ex- 
istence of creatures, there was no 
other being for whom God could 
have created all things. He must 
therefore have made all things for 
himself. And since the creation 
of innumerable creatures, God 
must still oF d cause all 
things for f, if he regards 


make 
h imsel 


| the greatest, wisest, and best ob- 
ject, 


which it is possible for him 
to regard. His absolute sover- 
eignty must necessarily result 


from his perfect supremacy and 


goodness. And these perfections 
not only give him a ris oht to make 
as many creatures as he pleases, 
and to form their characters as he 
pleases, but they bind him to do 
both according to the good pleas- 
ure of his will. 

The perfect and entire depen- 
dence of creatures on God, is also 
apparent from reason. Every thing 
that begins to exist, must neces- 
sarily have a cause for its exist- 
ence. But every successive vo- 
lition of the mind begins to exist, 
and therefore must have a cause 
of its existence which is adequate 
to its production, This is true of 
every breath and of every motion. 
The invention and application of 
second causes to any events, in 
order to account for their exist- 
euce, independently of the first 
cause, is perfectly idle and vain. 
Second causes are necessarily de- 
pendent, and have no efficiency in 
themselves. They are only par- 
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ticular modes of the divine opera- | 


tion. Independence is necessa- 
rily an incommunicable attribute 
of the Deity. 

The duty of the unconditional 
submission of creatures to God, 
necessarily results fram the rela- 
tion in which we stand to him, as 
dependent creatures. The su 
premacy of God gives him a right 
to the throne, and lays every crea 
ture under indispensible obliga 
tions to submit to his will in al! 
thi ings. 

The essential and immutable dif 
ference between right and wrong, 
is also clearly manifest from the 
things that are made. This dis- 
tinction does not depend upon the 
will of the Deity, but is founded 
in the nature of things. No pre- 
cept, either human or divine, can 
ever make selfishness right, or be 
vevolent affections wrong. In 
spite of their ey and un 
wearied exertions this 
distinction, infidels have never 
been able so effectually to blind 
their own consciences, or the con 
sciences of as to pre 
vent them from asserting this dis- 
tinction. It is a distinction to 
which mankind universally con- 
sent, in spite of their hearts. No 
one can help despising and blam 
ing who act from malice 
prepense, or from supreme self 
while every person es 
teems them who act from benev- 
olent intentions. 

The duty of pure disinterested 
benevolence is another truth which 
does not depend on revelation 
for its support. It is as really 
the duty of the heathen nations 
to love God with supreme affec- 
tion and their neighbour as them- 
selves, as itis the duty of Christ 
ian nations who enjoy the lighi 
of revelation. The essential per- 
fections of God which are mani- 
fest from his works, and the re- 
jation in which creatures stand 


to destro y 


others, 


those 


ishne Ss. 


to their Creator and each other, 
bind all creatures to love God 
supremely and their neishbour as 
themselves. It is a dictate of 
every man’s that we 
ought to value every object in 
proportion to tts worth in the 
vreneral scale of belong whi h in 
every object and every 
interest in the universe, and 
give up a less good, if 
it 18 necessary, to sec 
er. 

This truth is so apparent from 
reason, that have al- 
ways acknowledged it to be right, 
and have invariably justified those 
who have acted according to it, 
when the public weal was in dan- 
ger. But if a greater 
always to be chosen in preference 
toa less good, in temporal things 
why not in eternal things? Who 
can set any bounds to benevolence 
short of pure disinterested affec- 
tion, and show that thus far ought 
creatures to go, and beyond that 
point, 

The justice of the eternal pun- 
ishment of the wicked is another 
plain dictate of reason. It is the 
unanimous voice of mankind, that 
guilt deserves some punishment. 
When the viper fastened on Paul’s 
hand, the bardarians instantly 
supposed that it was a manifesta- 
tion of divine justice for some pre- 
vious sin. Those who believe in 
the final salvation of all mankind, 
acknowledge that the evils which 
are inflicted by Divine Providence 
in this life, are a just punishment 
of sin. But who can fix on a time 
when sinners will deserve no more 
punishment? Neither punishment, 
nor time, nor repentance, can 
have any tendency to remove guilt. 
Though a finite crime should not 
deserve an infinite punishment, 
yet it will always deserve some 
punishment. But if guilt can nev- 
er be removed, it will always be 
agreeable to justice that sinners 


conscience, 


cludes 


choose to 


ure a great- 


mankind 


good ought 


selfishness is right? 
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should be punished according to| 
l proceed to show | 
some of the reasons why the apos- | 
certain circum- | 
stances, generally reasoned from | 


their works. 


tle Paul, under 
the book of nature. Paul was the 
ebief apostle to the Gentiles, and 
was probably instrumental in turn- 
ing more souls from sin to holi 
than any other man who has 
preac hed the gospel. We 


therefore suppose that he 


ness, 
ever 
must 
had some good reasons for his ren- 
eral practice. 

One reason ’ generally 
appealed tothe book of nature un 
der certain circumstances, proba- 
bly was, be 
favour of the 
the gospel, whi 


why he 


ause the evidence in 


peculiar ths of 
h arises from this 
source, is less subject to ev 
than any Mere d 
tions can be explained away, or 
evaded many other 
there is no reasoning ag 
It is an infallible maxim that 
tions speak louder than wi 
and certainly they are more une 
quivocal. Mankind may 
away the divine declarations, 
they can never rea 
works of God. bear in 
contestible evidence of his su 
pre macy and goodness, whic! 
him to do what is wisest and best 
with every creature im the uni- 
They may turn all the di 
vine requirements into a selfis 
channel, but they can never 
troy the essential and immuta 
ble difference between right 
wrong, and make selfishness right, 
or benevolent affections 
They can never destroy the re! 
tion in which we stand to God and 
each other, nor the obligations to 
be holy which grow out of F that re- 
lation. Hence, 

The evidence which arises from 
facts is more convincing. It com- 
mends itself to every man’s con- 
science in the sight of God, whe- 
ther he is a Deist, Universalist, 


ision 
other. ‘clara 


ways. But 


ainst facts. 
yrds, 
reason 
but 


' 
son away tie 


inese 


verse. 


M reag, 


bind 
! 


des- | 


and | 


| and censured 
| sical, 


Skeptic, or Infidel. The unlearn- 
ed as wellas the learned, the high 
as well as the low, are alike under 
the necessity of seeing this evi- 
dence, ia a greater or less degree, 
and of feeling its force. How 
many who have had no regard for 
the Bible, have been compelled 
to see and feel the force of the 
essential and fundamental truths 
of the gospel, which are clearly 
seen from the objects around them, 
and which are according to the 
dictates of their own reason and 
This accounts for the 
1e apostle Paul and oth- 
reasoned of right- 
temperance and judg- 
ment to by appealing to 
facts and self-evident truths, have 
o often made the most stupid and 
rdened sinners tremble in view 
of their guilt, and the certainty of 
an approac hing destruction. 
REMARKS. 

1. In view of this subject we 
may see the ankind 
are More ¢ isposed to complain of 
preachers who reason from 
than of 
appeal only to scrip- 
ture, and leave them at liberty, to 
expl ain it as they pleas e. Few 
yeople are dis posed to complain of 


cons 
fact that t} 


} 
who 


lence. 
ers nave 
eousbness. 


come, 


reason why m 


those 
the things that are made, 


those who 


’ 
’ 
| those prea heen whe appeal only 


to scripture in support of their 
and leave them at lib- 
erty to construe the passages in 
their own way. But let a man 
explain the scriptures according 
fundamental and self-evi- 
dent principles of natural theolo- 
gy. and reason in support of those 
principle s, from the book of nat- 
ure, and he is instantly opposed, 
as a bold, metaphy- 
and speculating preacher 
say they cannot understand 
and others that he carries 
and duty farther than the 
And this is undoubt- 
ly true, according to their expla- 
n nation of the scriptures. But why 


positions, 


to the 


Some 
him, 


truth 


7 le does. 
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are mankind so much more dispos- | 
ed to complain of those who reas | 


son from the self-evident princi- 


1 
| 
| 
j 
| 


ples of theology, in support of the | 


peculiar and primary truths of the 
gospel, than of those who appeal 
only to the Bible, and leave them 
at liberty to explain it as they 


please? The plain and obvious | 


reason is, because the book of nat- 
ure cannot be so easily explained 
away as the book of revelation. 

If the primary and essential 


truths of the gospel are demon- | 


strable and apparent from the 


things that are made, then that | 


time and money might have been 
devoted to wiser and better pur- 


cal critics and expositors succeed 
in wresting and explaining away 
every one of those passages which 
teach any of these doctrines, they 
cannot explain away facts, nor 
change the nature of things, from 
which all these doctrines are ap- 
parent and self-evident. 

3. If the primary and self-deny 
ing truths of the gospel are de 
monstrable and apparent from rea- 
son and facts, then those are just- 
ly called fools who deny them. 

David says, * The fool hath-said 
in his heart, there is no God.” 
And in another place, ‘* yet they 


| say the Lord shall not see, nei- 


poses, that has been spent in la- | 
ouring to explain away those | 


passages of seripture which assert 
them. It is needless to attempt 
to prove that the Bible, in its ob- 


vious sense, teaches all the pri- love simplicity, and scorners de- 


mary and self-denying truths of 
eligion, ic ve been the sub- 
religion, which have been t t 


ject of so much contention and | 


controversy in every age of the 
world. 
ingenuity, sophistry and persever- 
ance have been exercised in ex- 
plaining away and perverting the 
obvious meaning of scripture, is 
sufficient proof of that. Had not 
the Bible plainly taught the doc- 
trines of total depravity, divine 
sovereignty, the aniversal decrees 
and agency of God, election, 
reprobation, a future and eternal 
punishment of the wicked, and the 
duty of disinterested benevolence, 
the world would never have been 

favoured with so many ponderous 
volumes of commentaries and ex- 
positions of the Bible, having for 
their object to explain away the 
true sense of these doctrines.— 
But if these doctrines are de- 
monstrable and apparent fromrea- 
son and facts, as has been sufli- 
ciently proved, then all this labour 
and expense is utterly in vain, and 
might have been saved. If bibli- 


The fact that so much | 


ther shall the God of Jacob regard 
it. Understand ye brutish among 
the people, and ye fools when will 
ye be wise. Solomon says, 
** Wisdom ‘an aloud, saying, 
llow long ye simple ones will ye 


light in their scorning, and fools 
hate knowledge? O ye simple, un- 
derstand wisdom, and ye fools, 
be ye of an understanding heart.” 
Those are justly called fools who 
disbelieve their own senses, deny 
those things that are apparent and 
self-evident, and act without rea- 
son. But all those who disbelieve 
or deny the primary and peculiar 
doctrines of the gospel, are charge- 
able with all this folly. For the 
primary truths of the gospel are 
self-evident, and ac cording to the 
dictates of every man’s reason and 
conscience. 

4. In view of this subject, we 
may see that the shades of differ- 
ence between professors of relig- 
ion, in their opinions on theologi- 
cal subjects, are of some impor- 
tance. Some professors believe 
that God works all things after the 
counsel of his own will, and caus- 
es all things to take place accord - 
ing to his eternal purpose; and 
others believe that second causes 
produce many effects without the 
direct agency of the first cause. 
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Some professors believe that the 
SOV ereignty of God consists in his 
creating all things at first, and in 
inflicting punishment upon the 
wicked, when and where he pleas- 
es, while they deny that it extends 
to forming the moral character; 
others believe that ** Ged hath 
mercy on whom he will have mer- 
cy and whom he will he harden- 
eth, and worketh all in all.”? Some 
professors believe that creatures 
are dependent on God for breath 
and food and raiment, but deny 


that we are dependent on him for | 
believe | 


our actions; and others 
that even **the king’s heart is in 
the hand of the Lord, as the riv- 
ers of water; he turneth it whith- 
ersoever he will,” and that ** we 
are not sufficient of ourselves to 
think any thing as of ourselves.” 
Some professors believe that un- 
conditional submission consists in 
submitting only temporal inter- 
ests, for the sake of Christ and 
heaven: and others believe that it 
consists in forsaking all that they 
have and in being willing to have 
God save or destroy them forever 
as he pleases. Some professors 
believe that the benevolence which 
the gospel requires, consists in 
love to God for the sake of ever- 
lasting happiness, and love to 
man for the sake of promoting 
their temporal gratification and 
interests, while othe ors believe that 
it consists in that pure disinter- 
ested affection which will neces- 
sarily lead any persons who pos- 
sess it, to give up any temporal or 
eternal good for the sake of pro 
moting a greater good. And we 
fr equently hear persons assert that 
these different shades of opinion 
are not important, and should not 


and separation. But'this opinion 
is false and absurd. If one view 
of these truths is correct, the 
other is false and dangerous. And 
we have seen that the self-deny- 


} reasoned in 
| from the things that are m: ade, 


| tial 


| preached 


deceit, 


ing view of these truths is appar- 
ent and demonstrable from reason 
and facts, and necessarily results 
from the nature of things, and the 
essential perfections of God, which 
are clearly seen from his works. 
Those, therefore, who cordially 
embrace the correct view of these 
truths are friends of God,and will 
be received to heaven, while those 
who reject the correct view of the 
same truths hate the light, and 
shall be driven away into the 
blackness of darkness forever. 

5. if the Apostle Paul under 
certain circumstances, generally 
defence of religion 


because this kind of evidence is 


} more unequivocal and convincing 


then is it wise for students in 
theology at the present day to de- 
vote all their time and talents to 


| the science of biblical exegesis,and 


none to uatural theology? 
It was formerly thought to be 


| an indispensable requisite ip a 
| theological education, that young 
| men should have a thorough know- 


ledge and profess a firm belief in 
the truth and utility of the essen- 
primary and self-denying 
doctrines of the gospel, which ap- 
prove themselves to every man’s 
conscience in the sight of God. 

And while the clergy of New Eng- 
land firmly believ ed and faithfully 
these doctrines, they 
were able to ‘* stand against the 
the power and malice of 
earth and hell;”? they were “able 


| to stand against infidels and error- 


ists of every description.” They 
were able to stand against Athe~ 
Deists, Universalists, and 
Unitarians. They were “able 


. +e 
18S. 


| to stand against Arminians, whe- 
be made a condition of contention | 


ther they appeared under the col- 

ours of Wesle sy” orany other pro- 
fession and appearance, “hey were 
** able to stand against Antinomi- 
ans, notwithstanding their lofty 
pretences to orthodoxy and their 
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zealous and confident professions 


of experimental piety.”” And they 
were able effectually to guard their 


people against the deccit, sophis- | 
cunning craftiness of | 


try and. 
every description of errorists who 
lie in wait to deceive. But since 


se many young men have devoted | 


their attention almost exclusively 
to the study of oriental literature, 


biblical criticism, sacred rhetor- | 


ick and history, to the compara- 
tive neglect of the primary and 
leading principles of natural the- 
ology, what rapid advances have 
error, and infidelity made in our 
Jand. In what darkness and con- 
fusion are the minds of the great- 
est part of mankind enveloped on 
the subject of the primary truths 
of the gospel! Was it ever more 
necessary for those who are sgt 
for the defence of the gospel to 
reason from facts, and - the self- 
a maxims of natural theol- 
ogy, in the defence of the leading 
teaths of revelation ? It is im pos - 
sible for any to preach the duties 
of the gospel, so as to be under- 
stood by sinners, without explain- 
ing ve ura its first princi- 
ples. A person may as well at- 
tempt to teach mathematics, with- 
out understanding the first princi- 
ples of arithmetic, as to preach 


the gospel intelligibly without un- | 
| another 


derstanding and inculcating the 
eternal purposes, universal agency 
and impartial benevoleuce of God, 
from which it-originated. 


its state of deep and awful de- 


pravity,” and suppose the scheme | 


of redemption was invented mere 


ly to remedy the evils which were | 
occasioned by the apostacy of | 


mankind, have no correct know- 
ledge of the gospel, and can never 
represent a single truth or duty 
in its proper light. Those who 
go no further back, but are thus 
constantly swimming along the 
gurface of theology, can ever 


| have never 


| the Holy 


Those 
who ‘‘assume human nature in | 


evident from Reason and Fucts. 


make sinners understand any of 
the primary truths or duties of the 
gospel, or refute the objections of 
skepticks and infidels 

In view of the foregoing re- 
marks we may see that the heath- 
en nations may be justly turned 
into hell, and all those who for- 
get God. One of the most popn- 
lar objections against sending the 
gospel to the heathen i is, that ‘they 
are in a safe condition without it. 
And the reason which is common 
ly given, is because it would be 
unjust to send those to hell who 
seen the revealed will 
of God, nor rejected the Son of 
his love. itis undoubtedly true 
that the heathen nations will 
never be punished for rejecting a 
Saviour and the offers of pardon 
which are presented through him. 
They may not be punished for 
not keeping the Sabbath day holy, 
which is a positive divine institu 
tion, or for not commemorating 
the death of Christ. But the 
scriptures no where represent the 
conditien of the heathen as a safe 
condition. David was inspired by 
Spirit to say, ‘the 
wicked shall be turned into hell, 


| with all the nations that forget 


God.”’—Paul said, ‘as many as 
have sinned without law shall also 
perish without law.” And in 
place he represents the 
heathen nations as totally without 
excuse for not acknowled; ging and 
vorshipping the true God, and as 
exposed to his wrath ‘* who will 
render fo every man according to 
his deeds.”? And in view of this 
subject it is easy to see the recti 
tude ot God in condemning and 
punishing all those who have sit- 
ned without law. 

{t isjust, because ‘‘ that which 
may be known of God is manifest 
in them, for God hath showed it 
unto them. For the invisible 
things of him from ihe creation of 
the world are clearly seen, being 
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understood by the things that are 
made, even his eternal power and 
Godhead.” The book of nature 
is open forall to -read, and all 
men have a conscience too which 
‘*beers witness,” and teaches 
them that supreme love to God 
and equal love to man is the duty 
of all mankind, and that selfish- 
ness is wrong and ought to be 
avoided. It is owing to the blind- 
ness of their hearts, that mankind 
are so ignorant of God and them- 
selves, rather than to a want of 
the means of knowledge. 

Finally, in view of this subject, 
let not sinners in this land, so fa- 
voured with the means of light and 
knowledge, deceive themselves, 
nor harden their hearts. Nothing 
but pure disinterested benevo- 
lence can essentially distinguish 
one man from another, or fit a 
person for the enjoyment of a holy 
God who abhors all sin, and the 
society of holy men who loathe 
and abhor themselves for all their 
selfish affections. Nothing short 
of this can ever gain the final ap- 
probation of your own conscien- 
ces; without which your existence 
will prove a curse to you instead 
of a blessing. 

It is as foolish as it is criminal 
for any person to shut his eyes 
against the self-denying truths 
and duties of the gospel which are 
manifest from every object in na: 
ture, as well as through the me- 
dium of divine revelation. If you 
succeed in deceiving yourselves 
and others, death will very soon 
put a final end to your deception, 
and leave you in utter disappoint- 
ment and eternal despair. If 
you sincerely embrace any selfish 
scheme of religion and fortify 
yourselves in it ever so strongly, 
it will avail you nothing. 

You may wrest the scriptures, 
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and turn them into your serviee, 
but you cannot change the nature 
of moral actions, and make selfish 
affections right. The naturaland 
moral perfections of God, which 
appear from his works, bind all 
his dependent intelligent crea- 
tures to love him supremely and 
submit unconditionally to his will. 
If you put off the fear and service 
of God, restrain prayer, and har- 
den your hearts in sim, you are 
only ‘treasuring up wrath ‘against 
the day of wrath and adding to 
that load of guilt which will sink 
you under the condemnation of 
the righteous law of God, and 
your own consciences, forever 
and ever. You are now placed 
between two vast eternities ef 
happiness and woe. You are, 
therefore, of all the creatures of 
God, in the most critical, serious, 
and solemn _ situation. Your 
everlasting destiny is suspended 
upon the “slender thread of life, 
the continuance of which fer 
another day is uncertain. But 
how incalculably interesting and 
momentous is the condition of 
those persons who have long har- 
dened their hearts and shut their 
eyes against the united and efful- 
gent blaze of divine truth, emitted 
through the medium of the book 
of nature and revelation ? Hf the 
heathen nations are without ex- 
cuse for living in sin, how aggra- 
vated must be your condemnation? 
How insupportable must be your 
reflections through eternity? Be 
entreated, then, “to ehange your 
selfish, vile affections, for those 
which are benevolent, and thus 
prepare yourselves for a happy 
immortality. This you must do 
or sink forever under the just 
unishment of your aggravated 

| iniquity, "S Cc. 
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FOR THE HOPKINSIAN MAGAZINE. 
i 


Mr. Epiror, 

Tn your No, for July, p. 430, your | 
Correspondent, Iexoscesncs, proposes | 
several questions, on the subyect of For- 
tveness of Injuries Viewing the sub- 
ject, as he does. to be very important, 


1 have waited for some abler pen, than | 


mine, to discuss it in such a manner, as 


your Correspondent desires, I now send | 


you the following thoughts, which you 

may publish, if you have received noth 

wg better on the subject. Yours, 
Cocroscens, 


ON FORGIVENESS OF INJURIES. 


I shall endeavour to answer the | 
questions of Ignoscendus, in the | 
order, in which he thus clearly and | 


properly states them: 

“1. What is it to forgive? 

2. Whom are we bound to for- 
give? 

S. When are we bound to for- 
give them? 

4, To what extent? And, 

5. Why must we forgive them, 
in order to be forgiven of God?” 

[. The first question to be con- 
sidered, is, ** What is it to for- 
give?” 

Forgiveness, as it is expressed 
by our Heavenly Father towards 
his offending creatures, includes 
two things, a remission of the pun- 
ishment, which they deserve, and 
which He has threatened to inflict, 
and a renewal of the exercise of 
complacency towards them, upon 
their return to their duty. God 
exercises benevolence, or disinter- 
ested love, towards all the intelli- 
rent creatures, whom He has made. 
le ever feels perfect good will to- 
wards them,and values and desires 
the happiness of each one, in itself 
considered, in exact proportion to 
its worth. *He is good unto all.’ 
While his intelligent creatures feel 
and conduct as they ought, and as 
his holy law requires, God takes 
delight in them, and loves them 
with the love of complacency. 
This isthe peculiar sense, in which 
‘the Lord loveth the righteous— 
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and they that are upright in the 
way, are his delight.’ But, when 
anv of his intelligent creatures 
transgress his law and rebel against 
his government, while He still 
values their interest, and feels a 
benevolentregard to their welfare, 
He ceases to take delight in their 
characters and feels a disposition 
to punish them for their iniquities. 
Hence forgiveness, as exercised 
by the Sovereign of the universe, 
respects both the punishment 
which sinners deserve, and the 
feelings which He has towards 
them. When God forgives, He 
remits the penalty of his law, and 
renewedly feels complacency to- 
wards his offending creature. 

Men ought to be * the children 
of their Father who is in heaven.’ 
Holiness is essentially the same in 
God and in rational creatures. 
Every holy exercise in men, is a 
branch or modification of disinter- 
ested love, and of the same nature 
with the benevolence of God. 

Forgiveness, as exercised by 
men towards each other, is similar 
to that. which God exercises to- 
wards his sinful creatures. It 
implies, 

First. A remission of the penal- 
ty, which one has incurred by his 
offences. Though men have not 
the same authority over each oth- 
er, which God has over all; yet, 
in various instances, they have 
more or less authority over one 
another, and have a right to inflict 
punishment upon one another for 
their offences and crimes. A pa- 
rent has a right to punish his chil- 
dren; a master has a right to pun- 
ish his servant; and a ruler lias a 
right to punish his subject. And 
when a parent forgives his child, a 
master his servant, or a ruler his 
subject; he remits, or forbears to 
inflict the punishment deserved. 

In those cases, in which men 
have no authority over each other; 
it is doubtlegs proper to treat those 
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~who injare us iD person, name, or | 
estate, differently from those who | 
have always used us well. It is 
proper and right to express a | 
marked disapprobation of those | 
who abuse us, to seek redress by | 
Jawful means, for the injuries they 

have done us, and, in some in- | 
stances, to endeavour to procure | 
their condigg punishment by law- 
fyl authority. Forgiveness im- 
plies a discontinuance of this se- 
verity towards such as have offend- 
ed and injured us. But, forgive- | 
ness implies more than merely this | 
change of externa! conduct to- | 
wards offenders. Itimplies, 

Second. The renew a exercise 
of complacency towards those who 
have trespassed against us. When 
others injure and abuse us, though 
we ought not to feet ill will, or re- 
venge towards them, yet we ought | 
to feel disapprobation and dis- 
placence. But, when we forgive 
them, we cease to feel this displa- 
cence; we receive them again to 
our esteem and affection; and re- 
newedly exercise towards them 
the love of complacence. This is 
what our Lord calls (Matth. xviii 
35) forgiving ‘from the heart.’ 
This is the principal part of that 
forgiveness, which he requires us 
to exercise, and, without which, 
He assures us, we shall not be 
forgiven. 

_ The next question is, 

Il. Whom are we bound to for- 
vive? 

Some seem to imagine, that we 
are bound to forgive all, who in 
any way trespass against us, But 
is this correct? It is not found 
that our Lord any where com- 
mands us to forgive every person, 
who is guilty of an offence. It is 
true, He Says in one place, 
‘If ye forgive not men their 
trespasses, neither will your Fath- 
er forgive your trespasses.” But, 
it appears from other passages, 
that it is only men of a certain 
description, whom we are bound 


| ers of God as dear children.’ 


} nate 
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to forgive. What evidence is 
there, that we are bound to forgive 
whom God does not?— 
Whenever our fellow-men trespass 
against us, they also sin against 
God. And unless God forgives 
them; why should it be our duty 
to forgive them? Have we any 
right to forgive those, whom God 
does not forgive? Not unless it is 
right for us to express our appro- 


those, 


| bation of those with whom God is 
| angry; and to take complacency 


in these, whom the Lord abhors. 
But, in this, as well as im other 
respects, we ought to be * follow- 
It 
manifest, that God does not 
forgive all, who by trespassing 


is 


| against their fellow-creatures, sin 


against Himself. 

How, then, shail we discrimi- 
between those, whom we 
ought to forgive, and those, whom 
we ought not? Our Lord furnishes 
the answer, Matth. xviii. 35. “So 
likewise shall my heavenly Father 
do also anto you, if ye from your 
hearts forgive not every man his 
BROTHER their trespasses.” ‘This 
our Lord said in answer to Peter’s 
question, ** Lord, how oft .shall 
MY BROTHER sin against me, and 
I forgive hinf?” It is those only, 
whom we nay and ought to esteem 
brethren in Christ, that we are 
bound to fergive, when they have 
trespassed against us. But are 
we bound, at all times, to forgive 
our Christian brethren, as soon as 
they commit a fault? This ques- 
tion near akin to the next 
asked by Ignoscendus; to which I 
now proceed : 


Ill. ** hen are we bound to 
forgive them ?” 


18 


Without controversy, it will be 
admitted, that we ought always 
to feela forgiving spirit, i. e. a 
benevolent spirit. Forgiveness, 
so far as respects the heart, is a 
branch of that disinterested love, 
which fulfils the law, and which 
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we ought always to exercise to- 
wards God and man. 

But, how can we be under ob- 
ligation to forgive our brethren, 
while they continue insensible of 
their faults, or presume to justify 
them, or persist in the repetition 
of them ? Ged aloes not forgive 
them, while they pursue this 
course; and why shoald we? How 
can we forgive them,~while re- 
maining in their trespasses, if 
forgiveness, as we have seen, 
implies complacency and cordial 
esteem? Our Lord does not require 
such inconsistency. 

It is only when our brethren, 
who have trespased against us, 
wanifest repentance for what they 
have dove, that we are bound 
to forgive them. Accordingly, 


our Lord and Master says (Luke | 


2 


xvii. S$) “If thy brother trespass 
against thee, rebuke him; and if 
he repent, forgive him.”’ 

A brother, who has trespassed, 
gives evidence of repentance, 


when he appears sensible of his 


sin, is willing to confess his 
faults as publickly as they were 
committed, and does all in his 
power to repair the injury he has 
done. Until he does this. he does 
not act the part of a brother, and 
we are not bound to receive and 
treat him as such. Until he does 
this, after suitable admonition, 
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his offences are often repeated ; 
we must, nevertheless forgive hims 
if he confesses them and asks 
| forgiveness. ‘If he trespass 
| against thee seven times in aday, 
|and seven times in a day turn 
|again to thee, saying, I repent; 
‘thou shalt forgive him.” Luke, 
| xvii. 4. And again we read, 
| Matthew xviii. 21, 22, ** Then 
came Peter to him, and said, Lord, 
how often shall my brother sin 
against me, and I forgive him? 
' Until seven times? Jesus saith 
‘unto him, I say not unto thee, un- 
{til seven times; but, witil seven- 
| ty times seven.” 

We come now to the last ques- 
| tion proposed, viz. 
| V. ** Why must we forgive our 
| repenting brother, in order to ob- 
tain forgiveness of our heavenly 
| Father?” 

In reply to this question, It 
may be observed, 

1. That in order to obtain for- 
giveness of God, we must exercise 
repentance for sin. Repentance 
is the indispensible condition of 
pardon, ‘‘ Except ye repent, said 
\Christ, ye shall perish.” The 
exhortation of the Apostles, is 
** Repent and be converted, that 
your sins may be blotted out.” 

2. Repentance isa holy exer- 
cise of heart. That is but a false 
and counterfeit repentance, which 


we are to treat him as a heathen | consists in selfish sorrew for the 
man, and a publican. But, when a jevil and bitter consequences of 
trespassing brother gives signs of |sin, or for the Divine purpose and 


repeutance; it becomes a question, 
IV. To what extent we ought 
to forgive him >” 
The answer to this question 


agency which brought it into the 
world. The sorrow, comprised 
in true repentance, is aole sor- 
row, sach as follows from su- 


may be short.. Our forgiveness |preme love to God, approbation of 
ought to keep pace with his signs | his law and reconciliation to his 
of repentance. There are no |justice. The true penitent hates 
limits to be set, either as to de- | sin itself, and loathes himself on 
gree or number. Whether the | account of it. Disinterested love 
offences of the offending brother, | is the essence of repentance as it 
be small or great ; we must for- |is of faith, and of every other 
give him; if he exhibits evidence | Christian grace. 

of genuine repentance. And if | And hence, 
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3. All those whe exercise true re- 
pentance toward God and become 
the objects of his forgiving grace, 
at the same time feel good will, 
or kind, benevolent affection to- 
ward their fellow creatures:— 


Feeling thus, they cannot fail to | 
forgive those who trespass against | 


them as soon, and as offen, as they 
profess and manifest sincere re- 

ntance. Those who will not 
forgive, from the heart, their re- 
penting fellow-men, are selfish, 


revengeful creatures, without love | 


te God, without repentance for 
sin, without faith in Christ: and 
so, altogether unfit to be forgiven. 

The following Reflections arise 
in view of the preceding obser- 
vations, 

1. A forgiving spirit is an ex- 
cellent spirit. It is a benevolent, 
disinterested spirit. It is the 
very spirit of Christ. It assimi- 
lates men to God. Well did the 
poet say, 

“To err is human, to forgive, divine.” 

2. Between the spirit of Christ, 
and the spirit of the world, there 
is a perfect contrast. The spirit 
of Christ, which all real Christians 
possess, is a spirit of forgiveness: 
but the spirit of the world, is a 
spirit of revenge.. Impenitent sin- 
ners never exercise forgiveness to- 
ward any of their fellow-creatures, 
however humble and penitent.— 
They may indeed, perform the 
external part of forgiveness, which 
consists in remitting the penalty 
incurred by offenders and discou- 
tinuing that severity with which 
itis sometimes proper to treat 
them: but impenitent sinners nev- 
er from the heart, forgive those 
who have trespassed against them. 
They feel enmity towards such, 
as have injured and offended them, 
and are disposed to render evil 
for evil. None but Christians who 
have learned of Him, who is meek 
and lowly of heart, can truly and 
sincerely say the Lord’s prayer, 
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Yorgive us our debts, as we for- 
give our debtors?’ 

3. Menare not bound to fer- 
give their enemies. This has oft-, 
enbeen supposed; and the sup- 
op has often troubled the 
vearts and clouded the hopes of 
humble Christians. Men may in- 
deed be bound to forgive those, 
who have been their enemies; but 
not those, who continue to be their 
enemies. Those, who continue 
te be their enemies, exhibit no ev- 
idence of repentance, and are not, 
therefore, proper objects of for- 
giveness. There is no evidence 
that Christ ever forgave Ais ene- 
mies, while they continued such. 
Itis true, he prayed for his mur- 
derers, Father, forgive them, fer 
they know not what they do; but 
this prayer implied a petition, that 
| God would give them repentance, 
and so fit them for forgiveness;— 
otherwise the prayer would have 
set aside the term of the gospel. 


Christ loved his enemies with a 
love of benevolence; and so ought 
all men. But Christ did not love his 
persevering enemies with the love 
of complacence; nor is this the du- 
ty of men. While we ought ever to 
| feel a forgiving spirit, i. e. a be- 
| nevolent spirit, towards all men; 
| we are required to forgive our 
_ brethren only, when they repent. 
4. It is uncharitable to repre- 
| sent those, as destitute of a for- 
giving spirit, who do not forgive 
all their brethren, Those are to 
be treated as brethren, who are in 
regular standing in the same 
church with us. But there may 
be such, who give no evidence of 
piety, and never manifest any true 
repentance for their offences. We 
are not bound to forgive such false 
brethren. Nor are we bound to 
forgive such as appear to be breth- 
ren indeed, except when they ap- 
pear penitent, and duly confess 
and forsake their sins. 

5. It may be wholly the feult of 
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offenders themselves, that they 
are not forgiven. There may be 
a want of a forgiving spirit in the 
church towards those who suitably 
humble themselves for their of- 
fences. But, when those who 
have been convicted of offences 
refuse to acknowledge their faults, 
and manifest no sincere repentance 
for them, they put it out of the 
power of their Christian brethren 
to forgive them. They have no 
reason to complain of the church, 
for excluding them from their fel- 
lowship. 

6. Disorders in the church of 
Christ, are owing to false brethren. 
‘¢It must needs be that offences 
come.” But, offences would not 
oceasion disorders and divisions 
jn the churches, if they did nos 
comprise false brethren. If all 
the members of our churches were 
what they profess to bes all of 
fences would be humbly confess- 
ed, and all offenders cheerfully 
forgiven. It is because there are 
false brethren, who will not con- 
fess their faults, or who justify 
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and, support such as will not con 
fess, or who refuse to pardon the 
penitent ; that the commission of 
offences disturbs, divides, and 
sometimes destroys a visible 
church of Christ. 
7. Christians may be happy to 
gether in heaven, notwithstanding 
all their dissentions upon earth. 
These have become Christiang, 
who were, previously in a séate 
of the most irreconcilable enmi- 
ty, “hateful, and hating one 
another.” Real Christians some- 
times ‘fall out by the way,’ and 
for a season, offend one another. 
But, when they arrive at heaven: 
all, who have given occasion of 
offence, will be perfectly peni- 
tent; and all, who have been in- 
jured, will feel the spirit of for- 
giveness. No former animosities, 
therefore, will prevent their per- 
fect esteem and mutual compla- 
cence. Their hearts will be ‘knit 
together in Jove.’ Finally. The 
terms of the Gospel are sufficient- 
ly low. Itis only to forgive; and 
you shall be forgeven. 


Religions GHuatelligenes, 


“From Israel’s Advocate. 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE AMERICAN 
SOCIETY. 

We congratulate our friends an 
the information we are now able 
to communicate, as extracted from 
the following proceedings of our 
Board of Directors. The site for 
a settlementis obtained; and the 
Board are industriously engaged 
in arranging the details of the 
plan, for conducting it in the most 
economical and efficient manner. 
The Land Committee, who de- 
serve the thanks of the Board, for 
the vigilance, industry, and pa- 
tience they have exhibitedin the 
discharge of their duties, having 
carried on an extensive corres- 


| 


pondence with landholders, and 
having visited, in person, certain 
sites offered them, reported, at 
an extra meeting on the 14th of 
April last, that in their opinion 
the most eligible place which could 
be procured, was a farm, herein 
after described, in the town of 
Harrison, in West Chester Coun 
ty, State of New-York, contain- 
ing about 400 acres of good land, 
and within three miles of the 
landing at Saw-Pits; whence an 
outlet is provided for surplus pro- 
duce from the farm, and for ar 
ticles which may be made by any 
of the converts engaged in me- 
chanical operations. 
The farm was accordingly ta- 
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ken on a lease for the term of 


seven years, at the annual rent 
of $700. Whereupon a Commit- 
tee was appointed to prepare a 
plan and regulations for the es- 


tablishment, The Committee of 


ways and means were authorized 
forthwith to stock the farm, to 
provide household furniture and 
the necessary agricultural imple- 
ments for the cultivation of the 
same; to dispose of the place 
hired at Murray Hill, to take im- 
mediate measures to procure a 
practical farmer, upon the most 
aivantageoys terins, to take 
charge of the farm, and to super- 
mtend all the agricultural con- 
cerns of the settlement, subject 
to the regulations of the Board. 

A resolution was then passed, 
that our Jewish brethren already 
connected with the Suciety, be 
informed that we have procured a 
place of settlement for them ;— 
where they are to be supported 
in habits of industry, at our ex- 
pense; and invited to remove to 
it without delay, that they may 
enter upon the duties assigned 
them by the Board. Any of them 
who do intend to remove to the 
settlement, were directed to re- 
port themselves to Dr. Rowan, 
of the Society, and to receive from 
him directions in the premises. 

The Board further resolved, 
That inasmuch as our present 
fands are obviously inadequate to 
the accomplishment of the de- 
signs of the Society upon an ex- 
tensive scale, application be made 
circular to our Auxiliary Societies 
for additional contributions to- 
wards the preparation of the land 
for settlers, that thus the public 
confidence in the stability of the 
Society may be preserved, a defi- 
nite object be presented to the 
friends of Jews in America, in 
Britain, and on the Continent;— 
and our agents at home and abroad 
ve encguraged to make one grand 





and simultaneous effort, to obtain 


the means for accomplishing the 
meliorating the condition of the 
Jews; an end most desirable in 
itself, and one to which all Christ- 
endom should contribute. 


oe 


REVIVALS. 

The following is a copy of a letterto 
the Editor of the Westera Recerder, 
Str—Being led by business, last 

winter, to the village of Owid, in 
Seneca county, | enquired what 
was the state of religion there ; 
and in answer to my enquiries, re- 
ceived the following statement :— 
That there was no revival or spec- 
tal attention to religion in the con- 
gregation 7 that the meetings sfa- 
led/y attended, were the usual 
meetings for public worship, one 
or two evening lectures, and a 
prayer meeting (if 1 remember 
correctly) in the course of the 
week, and the monthly concert; 
that these meetings were general- 
ly well attended ; that, without 
any uncommon excitement, under 
the use of those means of grace and 
the faithful labours of the present 
worthy minister, about fifty per- 
sons had been added to the church 
within the last évo years; and 
that there had seldom been a pe- 
riod within that time, in which 
some were not known. to be anx- 
iously e enquiring r, or rejoicing in 
hope recently obtained. 

Here, then, we have indubita- 
ble proof of the efficacy of a punc- 
tual and persevering attention to 
the ordinary means of grace. In 
one small church, in the course of 
two years, about fifiy souls have 
heen added to its number; and 
the benign influences of the ‘Holy 
Spirit have been constantly wit- 
nessed among that favoured peo- 
ple. Truly, may we exclaim, 
** Happy is that people whose God 
is the Lord.” 


Bat while we rejoice in thig in- 
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stance of the faithfulness of God to 
his promises, how solemnly should 
we call upon negligent ministers 
and churches to arise and imitate 
the example of this church, which 
has been and still continues to be 
so highly favoured. Surely, church- 
es as well as individualC hristians, 
may be admonished. and exhorted 
to be up and doing ; for they can- 
not reasonably expect to reap, un- 
less they sow. If God so blesses 
a constant and faithful attention 
te the ordinary means of grace, 
as to add fifly to one small church 
in the course of two years, what 
would be the result were all our 
churehes equally faithful ? And 
what excuse can be rendered for 
these whe refuse to ‘* go and do 
likewise?” 

No aceount has appeared in the 
papers of the addition to the church 
in Ovid, perhaps because the name 
of revival has met been attached 


ORDIN. 


1824. Ordained at Saxton’s Village, as 
an Evangelist, Rev. Sereno Tarton,— 
Sermon by Rev. Phinehas Cooke, of 
Ackworth, N H. 

1825. Jaly 6. Ordained, Rev. Jon 
Cusaman, as Pastor of the Congrega 
tional Chureh in Springfield, N. H. 

1825. July 6. Ordained, Rev. Fravy- 
crs Nonwoop, as Pastor of the Congre 
gational Church at Meredeth Bridge Vil 
lage, N. H. 

1825. July 6. Ordained, Rev. Levi 
Faencsa, as Pastor of the North Conrre- 
gational church in New Salem. Ser- 
mon by Rev. Josiah W.Carmen, of Gill. 

1825. July 14. @rdained. Rev. Men- 
nick Avevercs Jewert, as an Evangel 
ist, at Ashburnham Sermon by Rev. 
George Perkins, of Ashburnham, from 
I. Gor. v. 13, 14, 15. 
~ 1825. July 20. Ordained, Rev. Sre 
rasm Monsey, as Pasior of the Congre- 
gational Church in Merrimack, N. H 


Ordinations. 


toit; but in my view it is the 
more important, inasmuch as it 
furnishes a severe reproof to those 
who are looking and waiting for 
the operations of the Holy Spirit, 
but at remote periods or with 
long intervals. Son, daughter, 
or ehurch, ** ge work to-day in 
my vineyard,” is the language of 
Christ te his people, individually 
and collectively ; and *Ifis prom- 
ise issure,” and ‘* His reward is 
with him.” 

I hope that this communication 
may prove a ** werd in season” 
to some individuals and churches 
The statement in the first para- 
graph is substantially true; and 
it should operate as an incen- 
tive to the lukewarm and inac- 


tive to “be followers of those” 
in Ovid ** who through faith and 


| patience inherit the promises.” 
| H, T. 


ITIONS. 
| 1825. July 23. Ordained ‘ to the work 
of the Christian Ministry,’ at North- 
Stonington, Con. Rev. Josse#Arer, jun, 

1825. August 17. Ordained, Rev. Lr- 
man Strona, as Pastor of the Congre- 
gational Church, Hedron, Conn. 

1825, August 25. Ordained, the Rev. 
| Samuszt H Woacastsr and Rev. Euna- 


THAN GripueY, in the city of Boston, as 
Missionaries to the Heathen. Sermon 
by Rev, Leonard Worcester of Vt. from 
Rom. i. 14. 15. 

1825. August 3% Ordained, Rev. 
Swan L, Pomnor, as Pastor of the Ist. 
Congregational Church, in Bangor, Me. 
Sermon by Rev. Dr, Payson, from Luke, 
xx. 36. 

1825. August 31. Ordained, Rev. 
Wiis Fowten, * over the 2nd Con- 
gregational Society, in Greenfield, 
Mass.” Setmon by Rev. Professor 
Fitch, of Yale College. 


Errata.—In the last No. p. 464, 1st column, line 2, after his, insert impartial, 


universal and disinterested benevolence, is the foundation of his 
column, line 35th, after be with you, insert, and: act for you 

umn, line 283th, for prominent, read, primeval 
This was a mistake in the copy, 


tor hand, read, order. 


p: 467, 2nd 
p. 472, 2nd col- 
p. 475, 2nd column, line 35, 





